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tool.Sitting	between	the	two	commas	in	that	sentence	is	an	example	of	an	appositive	phrase!	This	type	of	phrase	may	seem	like	an	abstract	concept	of	grammar,	but	it	plays	a	large	role	in	everyday	communication.	When	you	learn	to	use	them	effectively,	appositive	phrases	can	be	"a	positive"	addition	to	your	writing.What	is	the	Definition	of	an
Appositive	Phrase?So,	what	is	an	appositive	phrase,	exactly?	Here's	the	full	definition	to	start:An	appositive	phrase	is	a	noun	phrase	that	modifies	the	noun	phrase	immediately	next	to	it.In	other	words,	an	appositive	phrase	adds	extra	information	to	the	noun	phrase	right	before	or	after	it.	This	information	can	define,	specify,	and	describe	the	noun
phrase.What's	a	noun	phrase,	again?The	definition	states	that	an	appositive	phrase	is	a	noun	phrase	modifying	another	noun	phrase.	To	understand	this	definition,	you	have	to	know	for	sure	what	a	noun	phrase	is!	Here's	a	refresher	on	the	noun	phrase.Phrase	structure	of	the	noun	phrase	"my	friend,"	StudySmarter	originals	A	noun	phrase	is	a	phrase
made	up	of	modifiers	and	a	noun.A	noun	phrase	can	contain	different	elements,	but	it	always	centers	on	the	noun.	In	other	words,	the	noun	is	in	the	spotlight	of	the	noun	phrase.To	take	the	definition	one	step	further,	an	appositive	phrase	and	the	noun	phrase	it	modifies	are	parts	of	a	larger	noun	phrase!	You	can	see	this	in	the	phrase	structure	tree
below.Phrase	structure	of	the	appositive	phrase	"my	friend	the	athlete,"	StudySmarter	originalsAs	you	can	see,	the	noun	phrase	and	appositive	phrase	are	two	separate	phrases,	but	they're	both	part	of	a	larger	noun	phrase.	The	appositive	phrase	acts	as	the	modifier	for	the	other	noun	phrase!Reminder:	technically,	a	noun	phrase	can	consist	of	just
one	noun.	You'll	see	this	most	often	when	the	subject	of	a	sentence	is	a	proper	noun.What	Are	the	Uses	of	Appositive	The	phrases	are	useful	to	speak	and	write	descriptively.	A	specific	phrase	adds	descriptive	information	to	another	substantive	phrase.	There	are	three	main	uses	for	appositive	phrases:	Appositive	phrases	can	add	bonus	information	to
a	stop	phrase.	A	special	phrase	can	perform	more	than	one	of	these	functions	at	a	time!	You	will	see	specific	examples	of	each	of	these	uses	later.	For	now,	remember	these	special	features.	You	will	start	to	notice	slides	everywhere!	What	are	the	types	of	apositive	phrases?	Appositive	phrases	fall	into	two	categories:	essential	and	not	essential.	Here	is
a	breakdown	of	both	categories.	The	specific	essential	and	essential	phrase	is	exactly	as	it	seems.	Here	is	the	definition:	a	specific	phrase	(also	called	restrictive)	essential	adds	essential	information	to	a	noun	phrase.	This	means	that	a	specific	essential	phrase	helps	to	define	the	substantive	phrase	that	modifies.	Without	it,	the	phrase	of	names	would
not	be	specific.	It	is	also	called	a	restrictive	specific	phrase,	because	it	limits	what	could	refer	to	the	name	phrase.	This	example	demonstrates	a	more	detailed	approach:	German	director	Fritz	Lang	is	known	for	his	film	Metropolis	of	1927.	The	name	is	Fritz	Lang,	immediately	following	the	phrase	of	the	name	the	German	director.	Without	the
appropriate,	the	phrase	would	be	like	this:	the	German	director	is	known	for	his	movie	Metropolis	of	1927.	The	phrase	still	makes	sense	grammatically,	but	without	context	it	is	not	clear	to	which	German	director	refers.	Fritz	Lang	is	essential	for	the	reader	to	understand	the	phrase	of	the	name	the	German	director.	This	is	the	essence	of	a	specific
essential	phrase:	must	be	there	in	orderspecify	the	phrase	of	the	noun	that	modifies.	Proposition	phrase	not	essentialAfter	the	explanation	of	essential	appositive	phrases,	you	can	probably	guess	what	a	specific	phrase	does	not	essential.	A	non-essential	(also	called	non-restrictive)	specific	phrase	adds	non-essential	information	to	a	substantive	phrase.
Non-essential	information	is	information	that	does	not	rename	or	limit	the	substantive	phrase	that	modifies.	Adds	only	a	small	bonus	description.	The	non-essential	specific	phrase	can	also	be	removed	from	the	sentence,	and	the	meaning	of	the	sentence	will	not	change.	Unlike	the	essential	specifics,	non-essential	appositive	phrases	are	compensated
by	punctuation.	The	punctuation	marks	that	signal	these	special	features	include:commas	(,)p	roots	(	)em-dashes	(—)These	punctuation	marks	make	it	easy	to	say	non-essential	specials	from	essential	specials.	Funny	fact:	how	do	they	mark	punctuation	change	the	meaning	of	a	specific	phrase?	Well,	they	don't.	When	you	speak	English	out	loud,	people
usually	change	the	pace,	time	and	volume	of	their	voices	to	report	non-essential	or	essential	specials.	The	commas,	the	brackets,	em-dashes	that	compensate	for	a	specific	phrase	not	essential	try	to	imitate	these	vocal	changes.	Here's	an	example	of	a	non-essential	special:	Fritz	Lang,	a	German	director,	is	known	for	his	1927	film	Metropolis.	This	time,
a	German	director's	specialization	changes	the	phrase	of	the	noun	Fritz	Lang.	Without	the	appropriate,	the	phrase	would	seem	like	this:Fritz	Lang	is	known	for	his	1927	film	Metropolis.	Even	without	the	appropriate,	the	phrase	of	the	noun	Fritz	Lang	has	not	changed.	The	sentence	still	refers	to	the	same	person.	This	means	that	the	positive	phrase	of
a	German	director	is	not	essential.	When	you	look	at	a	special,	ask	these	questions:	The	specialbe	removed	without	changing	the	meaning	of	the	sentence?	Is	the	appositive	compensated	by	punctuation	marks?	If	the	answer	is	yes	to	both	these	the	appositive	is	nonessential.	Otherwise,	the	appositive	is	essential.What	Are	Some	Examples	of	Appositive
Phrases?Now	for	a	closer	look	into	specific	examples	of	appositive	phrases.	Remember	the	three	major	uses	of	appositive	phrases	discussed	earlier?	These	examples	explore	the	major	uses	in	more	detail.	Don't	forget	that	each	of	these	appositives	performs	more	than	one	of	the	major	functions,	even	though	the	examples	focus	on	one	function	at	a
time.Adding	bonus	informationThis	example	focuses	on	the	first	use:	adding	bonus	information	to	a	noun	phrase,	without	distracting	from	the	rest	of	the	sentence.	My	sister	(the	best	baker	in	town)	baked	my	wedding	cake.Is	this	an	essential	or	nonessential	appositive	phrase?	To	find	out,	try	removing	it	from	the	sentence.My	sister	baked	my	wedding
cake.The	noun	phrase	my	sister	is	still	complete	and	specific	without	the	appositive	(the	best	baker	in	town).	This	hints	that	the	phrase	is	nonessential.	The	appositive	is	also	surrounded	by	parentheses.	This	proves	the	theory	that	the	phrase	is	nonessential.What	purpose	does	this	nonessential	appositive	serve?	It	adds	a	helpful	extra	description	to	the
noun	phrase	my	sister	without	distracting	from	the	rest	of	the	sentence.	This	purpose	applies	specifically	to	nonessential	appositive	phrases.This	first	function¢ÃÂÂadding	bonus	information	without	distracting	from	the	rest	of	the	sentence¢ÃÂÂis	always	performed	by	a	nonessential	appositive	phrase,	rather	than	an	essential	appositive
phrase.Defining	a	noun	phraseAnother	function	of	appositive	phrases	to	help	to	define	a	noun	phrase.	Here's	an	example:Your	coworker	Noah	just	called	me.The	appositive	phrase	Noah	modifies	the	noun	phrase	your	coworker.	Remove	the	appositive	to	find	out	if	it's	essential	or	nonessential.Your	coworker	just	called	me.	The	grammar	of	the	sentence
still	makes	sense,	but	now	the	noun	phrase	your	coworker	is	non-specific.	The	appositive	Noah	restricts	your	to	a	specific	person.	This	is	essential	information,	so	the	phrase	is	an	essential	specific	phrase.	noah	is	also	not	surrounded	by	punctuation	marks,	which	gives	more	evidence	than	the	phrase	is	essential.	in	this	example,	the	corresponding	noah
phrase	helps	to	define	the	substantive	phrase	that	modifies.	This	function	applies	specifically	to	essential	appositive	phrases.	this	function	of	defining	a	substantive	phrase	is	performed	by	a	specific	essential	phrase,	rather	than	by	a	specific	non-essential	phrase.	combine	simple	phrases	than	to	say	about	the	third	function	of	appositive	phrases?
positive	phrases	can	combine	smaller	phrases	than	otherwise	alone.	This	can	help	phrases	flow	more	naturally.	take	a	look	at	the	examples	below,	and	you	will	see	the	difference:	separate	judgments	combined	with	the	appropriate	phrase	my	sister	is	the	best	baker	in	town.'	my	sister	prepared	my	wedding	cake.	My	sister	(the	best	baker	in	town)
baked	my	wedding	cake.	Your	partner	is	noah.	Your	partner	just	called	me.	Your	partner	noah	just	called	me.	Appositive	identification	of	phrase	now	you	know	the	ins	and	outs	of	the	appositive	phrases,	but	how	can	you	identify	a	specific	phrase	in	nature?	When	you're	reading	a	text,	and	see	a	phrase	that	might	be	a	positive	phrase,	ask	these
questions:	Is	this	phrase	a	noun	sentence	immediately	before	or	after	another	noun	phrase?	Does	the	phrase	change	the	phrase	of	the	noun	next	to	it?	Does	the	phrase	add	information	that	specify	the	noun	phrase	or	give	you	an	additional	description?	If	the	answer	is	yes	to	every	question,	you're	probably	looking	at	a	positive	phrase!	test	this	in	this
example:	a	natural	talent,	leonard	bernstein	could	spot	complex	piano	pieces	from	a	young	age.	The	phrase	is	a	natural	talentStart	ask	you	questions.	Is	it	a	phrase	of	noun	immediately	before	or	after	another	phrase	of	noun?	A	natural	talent	consists	in	the	in	talent	and	the	words	to	and	natural	that	modify	it.	Immediately	afterwards	it	is	the
appropriate	name	Leonard	Bernstein,	who	forms	the	phrase	named	him.	The	answer	to	the	first	question	is	so.	Change	the	sentence	of	the	names	next	to	it?	In	the	sentence,	a	natural	talent	describes	Leonard	Bernstein	the	composer.	Cié	means	that,	yes,	this	phrase	changes	the	phrase	noun	Leonard	Bernstein.	He	adds	information	that	specifies	the
name	of	the	name	or	does	it	provide	you	with	an	extra	description?	The	phrase	describes	Leonard	Bernstein	as	a	natural	talent.	This	is	a	bonus	description	that	does	not	change	nor	limits	the	phrase	noun	Leonard	Bernstein.	Cié	means	that	the	answer	to	the	third	question	is	SI.	After	obtaining	an	answer	to	each	question,	you	can	safely	assume	that	a
natural	talent	is	an	appropriate	phrase	and	the	game	is	made:	the	characteristics,	rules	and	functions	of	the	appropriate	phrase!	Keep	an	eye	on	the	special	phrases	the	next	time	you	read	an	essay	or	a	story	and	pay	attention	to	the	purposes	needed	in	the	text.	SPECIATIVE	SENTENCE	-	The	special	phrase	of	Takeaways	is	a	phrase	of	noun	that
changes	the	sentence	of	the	name	immediately	next	to	it.	The	appropriate	sentences	can	add	bonus	information	to	a	noun	phrase,	help	to	define	a	phrase	of	noun	and	combine	phrases	otherwise	separate	in	a	natural	phrase.	The	appropriate	sentences	fall	into	two	categories:	essential	and	not	essential.	Specify	the	phrases	of	the	names	that	modify.
Special	(non	-restrictive)	sentences	adding	non	-essential	information	to	provide	an	additional	description	for	the	phrases	of	the	name	they	modify.	An	appropriate	phrase	is	a	noun	phrase	that	changes	the	sentence	of	the	name	immediately	next	to	it.	To	identify	an	appropriate	phrase,	ask	yourself	these	questions:	is	this	sentence	a	phrase	of	substance
immediately	before	or	after	another	sentence	named?	The	sentence	changes	the	of	the	name	next	to	it?	The	phrase	addsI'm	sorry,	I'm	sorry.	♪atsopsiR	.inna	iceid	isauq	ah	nostaW	anihccam	aim	aL	?avitisoppa	esarf	anu	¨Ã	esarf	atseuQ	atsopsiR	.oiclac	led	eiddaM	non	,ortaet	id	enoizel	alled	eiddaM	id	odnalrap	otS	?evitisoppa	isarf	onos	isarf	etseuQ
atsopsiR	.elaiznereferp	otnemattart	nu	erpmes		Ãrretto	,OEC	led	etopin	,agelloc	out	lI	?avitisoppa	esarf	anu	¨Ã	esarf	atseuQ	atsopsiR	.etnemavitinifed	osuihc	¨Ã	ativ	al	attut	rep	otacoig	oh	iuc	ni	ocrap	lI	?avitisoppa	esarf	anu	¨Ã	esarf	atseuQ	adnamoD	?avitnuigga	enoizircsed	anu	ecsinrof	al	o	ovitnatsos	led	esarf	al	onacificeps	ehc	inoizamrofni	egnuigga
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